THE ANDREW J. KUEHN JR.

Foundation

When we consider the powerful and defiant programming of the UCLA Archive’s Legacy Series or the
moving images selected by the American Cinematheque for presentation, we see profoundly democratic
forces at play in the sandbox of the imagination, not just a repository of the American ideal but a redoubt
of shared humanity and community. At the same time, in the Middle, High & Post-Secondary school
programs we fund, critical thinking skills are taught and applied alongside technological training,
empowering students to make and shape cultural discourse—and to understand its political and
economic implications and ideology. Meanwhile, the AIDS Monument situated in the heart of
West Hollywood reminds us how coming together in care and compassion not only defeated an
epidemic but transformed the world.

The organizations that we support give us hope and offer a vision of the future far greater than the cynical
fetishization of a racist, sexist, homophobic, classist and xenophobic past. We’re not going back.

And now, before we plunge into the details of how AJK Grant recipients pursued their missions in
2025, a few special mentions and grace notes.

To hear the stories, learn about the business and enjoy tributes. [l (@) LSB]"Q e

AIDS Monument in West Hollywood Park. Given the devastating impact of the AIDS Epidemic on Andy’s
life, friendship circle and professional community - in LA, NYC and around the world— we’re proud to
have contributed to this profoundly resonant place of memory, reflection and commemoration in his honor.
Please visit and see for yourselves.

Read on and Resist!


https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/tribute-to-andy-kuehn-with-co-host-benedict-coulter/id1474393775?i=1000717799890
https://ajkfoundation.org/

The American Cinematheque understands cinema as a communal experience that entertains,
enlightens and inspires. It endeavors to build a diverse and engaged film community through
curation, conversation and presentation. Connecting filmmakers to audiences and film
history to its future are twin goals.

In 1984, after a visit to the Cinématheque Francaise, Fiimmaker Sydney Pollack joined with
Gary Abrahams & Gary Essert, organizers of Filmex (The Los Angeles International Film
Exposition) to develop a year-round film program for Los Angeles where cinephiles and
filmmakers could discover, study and engage the seventh art. Since it began screening films
for the public in 1985, the American Cinematheque has shown thousands of significant films
and hosted informed conversation with a similar number of filmmakers and luminaries.
Faithful to the vision of Pollack, the American Cinematheque is a place where the public
and members of the film industry meet as a community speaking the common language
of film.

Early in 2025, the Foundation met with representatives of the American Cinematheque to
discuss Andy’s life, legacy and reputation, leading to the creation of a Best Trailer Award,
named in his honor, to be presented annually at the AC’s Tribute to the Crafts event. AJK
then consulted with American Cinematheque on the composition of a jury drawn from
leaders in movie marketing to review candidates and select a winner.

The Andy J.Kuehn Award for Best Trailer was presented on stage at the historic Egyptian
Theater in January of 2026. Prior to presentation of that award, a special tribute to the life
and career of Andy was screened for the audience. That short film cut by celebrated editor
and Trailer Park founder, Benedict Coulter can be seen here.

At the event, mega producer Paula Wagner, presented the inaugural Unsung Hero Award
to Andrew J. Kuehn, with the trophy accepted by Andy’s partner and AJK Foundation Chair,
Will Gorges.


https://www.americancinematheque.com/

N\ 2 TRIBUTE TO THE

AMERICAN @
CINEMATHEQUE F I

/1 N\

F I F T M A N N U A L
AMERICAN CINEMATHEQUE

.3 e,fr ’ TR L\.UB@TJ’[: 7O THE
[ [RAFTS
L=

FRIDAY, JANUARY 16, 2026 JACK FISK POSTHUMOUS HONOR TO

PRODUCTION DESIGNER ANDREW J. KUEHN JR.
i TeaLen a wove

MARKETING PIONEER
6712 HOLLYWOOD BLVD.

JOIN US FOR A NIGHT HONORING THE CREATIVES BEHIND THE YEAR'’S BEST FILMS

CAREER ACHIEVEMENT AWARD UNSUNG HERO AWARD

C

. KUEHN JR
1tlion

D<AL

Technologies

UNSUNG%ERO AWARD

ANDREV: "~ UEHN JR. ’ { -
. : . I

_.-"' \ g8

1% 7] T -_i

e

=1

Click photo to view Andy’s Reel

Click photo to view Speech.


https://vimeo.com/1171192608/a50b0f4f4a?share=copy&fl=sv&fe=c
https://next.frame.io/share/3a008302-5cd0-4df5-b255-2a7e2ca36cb7/view/767e6fe6-ba7f-496b-959c-3da5437d92b7

MONUMENT

In stories and sculpture, the AIDS Monument seeks to memotrialize the AIDS/HIV Crisis and honor the
courage of activists, caregivers and community leaders. Nearly 1,000,000 Americans have died since
1981 and while the losses have slowed, the threat continues.

In recalling and retelling the stories of those who fought, those who died and those who endured, the AIDS

Monument advances the work of raising awareness and money for research and treatment of persons
living with AIDS/HIV.

The Aids Monument continues to collect diverse stories from around the region, country and world in order
to educate current and future generations about the impact of HIV/AIDS and about the efforts, courage
and leadership of caregivers, activists, community and governmental leaders and organizations.



https://aidsmonument.org/
https://aidsmonument.org/library/grand-opening-highlights/
https://aidsmonument.org/audio-guides/
https://aidsmonument.org/library/grand-opening-full-video/
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Founded in 1987, the Orange County School of the Arts (OCSA) provides a creative, challenging and
nurturing environment for bright and talented students as well as an unparalleled preparation for higher
education and professional attainment in the arts. OCSA ranks among the top schools in the State of
California.

The only specialized arts program of its kind in the region, OCSA offers tuition-free academic and arts
instruction to students from Orange, Los Angeles, Riverside, San Bernardino and San Diego counties.
A non-profit, OCSA relies on private and corporate donations to finance its many arts conservatories.

Serving 2,000 students in grades 7-12 from over 100 cities across Southern California, OCSA places
personal growth and educational achievement first. Excellence, innovation, professionalism and
integrity are expected of every student.

For more than two decades AJK funds have been used to support the Film & Television Conservatory
at OCSA, primarily through the purchase of flmmaking equipment used by students to produce a great

ORANGE COUNTY SCHOOL OF THE ARTS FOUNDATION
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https://www.ocsarts.net/

As always, we delight in sharing clips from student work that screened at film festivals nationwide.

All Hail the Pumpkin Spice

A teenaged girl yearns to join the cool “Pumpkin Spice Gitls” clique at school:


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s80VGS11cB0%20
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hQO5tJBZxUA

Power Play
A hockey player struggles to manage his sport and a personal relationship:

—


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RZAtH878oTA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4kKRKmn9MRk%20
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SC2p3DY4AMw&list=PLC-D7bhF6tUo58qLgpLycunS6pe9s7TUo&index=19%20
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UCLA’s world renowned department of Theater, Film & Television, manages a major gift
from the AJK Foundation, using the proceeds to fund programs, host conferences, subsidize
faculty salaries, award tuition support and prizes for graduate students specializing in movie
marketing.

One of AJK’s highest profile sponsorships is the Transforming Hollywood Conference, a
one-day, multi-disciplinary gathering of entertainment industry leaders and visionaries in
conversation with scholars, researchers and academics who observe and theorize about global
entertainment. The conference was on hiatus in 2024 or 2025 so that UCLA faculty
sponsor, Prof. Denise Mann, could complete two book length studies of topics explored at
the 11 previous editions. We—along with academia and the industry—look forward to the
return of Transformations in 2026.

In the interim, the AJK Jr. Fund for Producing and Media Marketing provided 2024-25 salary
support for Thomas Nunan, a distinguished creative executive in Hollywood who makes time to
share his knowledge, experience and insight with students pursuing masters degrees within
UCLA’s highly selective Producers Program.


https://www.tft.ucla.edu/

Thomas Nunan, a graduate of the UCLA School of Theater, Film and Television, is a member of
the School’s steering committee and teaches in its Producers Program.Formerly president of the
Hollywood Radio & TV Society, he is currently chairman of the Joyful Heart Foundation, founded
by Emmy- and Golden Globe-award-winning actress Mariska Hargitay

Nunan is founder and partner of Bull’s
Eye Entertainment,a mid-sized
independent production company in
Los Angeles. At Bull’'s Eye, Nunan has
generated more than 50 film & TV projects
and created a strategic alliance with Sony
Pictures TV. In 2006, Nunan and partners
earned the Best Picture Oscar for Crash.

Other Bull’'s Eye features include The lllusionist,
Thumbsucker and Employee of the Month.
Before Bull’'s Eye, Nunan was president of

the United Paramount Network (UPN) now
known as The CW. He grew the network
from two nights a week to its present six

and oversaw development, programming,
scheduling, marketing and business affairs,
while managing affiliates and sales.

Prior to UPN, Nunan was president of NBC Studios where he guided production of some of
NBC’s most cherished programs, including Will & Grace, Profiler, The Pretender and the CBS
hit The King of Queens, which was developed at NBC.Early in his career, Nunan helped expand
The Fox Broadcasting Company from a two-night-a-week to a seven-night-a-week service.
There, he ran the comedy department, supervising production of series like the The Ben Stiller
Show, Martin, Living Single, In Living Color, Mad TV and Flying Blind. His success in that role
led to oversight of Fox’s primetime schedule.
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Combining gifts and acquisitions from all the major studios and television networks, leading
producers and legendary figures from the history of broadcasting, the Archive prioritizes
preservation and restoration. As the collection grows, iconic materials are continually returned
to public view and made available for scholarly research. Screenings of rare and important
art-house and historical works at the Archive’s Billy Wilder Theater make this superb, Westwood
venue a global destination for film lovers.

During the September 2024 through July 2025 grant period, the UCLA Film & Television Archive
continued its commitment to regular screenings of LGBTQIA+ film and media drawn from the
Legacy Project Collection and beyond. The continued support of the Andrew J. Kuehn Jr.
Foundation was vital to the success of these programs.

Legacy Project Screening Series:
The Archive presented six programs under the Legacy Project Screening series banner beginning

with a night in February 2025 where the Archive devoted a full-screening to the work of the
pioneering independent, queer film collective the Gay Girls Riding Club (GGRC).


https://www.cinema.ucla.edu/
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During the September 2024 through July 2025 grant period, the UCLA Film & Television Archive
continued its commitment to regular screenings of LGBTQIA+ film and media drawn from the
Legacy Project Collection and beyond. The continued support of the Andrew J. Kuehn Jr.
Foundation was vital to the success of these programs.

Legacy Project Screening Series:

The Archive presented six programs under the Legacy Project Screening series banner beginning
with a night in February 2025 where the Archive devoted a full-screening to the work of the
pioneering independent, queer film collective the Gay Girls Riding Club (GGRC).

This group’s private screenings were an underground sensation in the pre-Stonewall Southern

California gay rights movement. While the Archive has presented individual titles by the GGRC
as a part of various shorts programs in the past, this was the first dedicated GGRC event which
included recent archival restorations of such GGRC classics as Always on Sunday (1962),



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9SznsEJTS-w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kQVP4Ar8edU

LALA culture is defined by real and enduring relationships among students, teachers
and staff. Attention to individual needs, abilities and interests supports a community
of capable, self-directed learners. Integrated curriculum and performance-based
assessment promote critical thinking and intellectual depth, breadth and agility.
Opportunities to work with community leaders on the issues affecting student lives
provide practical applications of classroom lessons and skills training.At LALA, every
student is asked to embrace the principles of Community, Empowerment, Well-Being,
Creation, Love, Integrity, Scholarship, Activism and Courage. Creating a justand
humane world is an integral part of the educational mission.


https://www.instagram.com/laleadershipacademy?igsh=NTc4MTIwNjQ2YQ%3D%3D
https://www.instagram.com/laleadershipacademy?igsh=NTc4MTIwNjQ2YQ%3D
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A MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR...
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https://ajkfoundation.org/
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